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BLAKE HAWTHORNE, Clerk

BY —DepUty

Gerard Desrochers

3771 Westerman

Houston, Texas 77005
,-tuorNE Clerk

BLAKE HAWTHun ^

BY— ~"~ '
December 30,2009

Via Overnight Delivery

The Hon. Blake Hawthorne, Clerk

Supreme Court of Texas

Supreme Court Building

201 West 14th Street, Room 104
Austin, Texas 78701

Re: No. 08-1056, TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Company v. Susan Combs, Comptroller

ofPublic Accounts, and Greg Abbott, Attorney General; in the Supreme Court of

Texas

Dear Mr. Hawthorne:

In this case, my client, the International Association of Geophysical Contractors (the

"IAGC"), filed an amicus brief in support of Petitioner, TGS-NOPEC Geophysical Company, a

member of the IAGC, because the courts below failed to (i) acknowledge this Court's decision in

Humble Oil & Refining Co. v. Culvert and (ii) apply the Texas Comptroller rule respecting

license ownership. Because these issues, which are of substantial importance to the IAGC since

their proper analysis has supported its members' Texas franchise tax reporting for many years,

have been fully and convincingly addressed in Petitioner's Brief on the Merits, the IAGC will

not submit a second or supplemental amicus brief in this case.

Kindly date-stamp the enclosed additional copy of this letter and return it to the
undersigned via the enclosed envelope.

Very truly yours,

Gerard A. Desrochers

State Bar No. 05776770

713.819.9337

cc: James T. McBride

Jackson Walker, L.L.P.

1401 McKinney, Suite

Houston, TX 77010

900

Kevin D. Van Oort

Assistant Attorney General

Chief, Taxation Division

P.O. Box 12548

Austin, TX 78711-2549



Thomas R. Phillips

Baker Botts L.L.P.

1500 San Jacinto Center

98 San Jacinto Blvd.

Austin, TX 78701-4078


